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who continue to be a menace to society should be locked up indefinitely. In
the Army the more dangerous offenders were sent to disciplinary barracks and
the best prospects for salvability to the rehabilitation centers.
The evaluating study of a man might better have been accomplished
prior to his being sentenced. Had this been possible, undoubtedly the sen-
tence often would have been modified or altered. It is for this reason that
psychiatrists are being utilized more and more extensively by civilian courts
before and during trial. However, the trio of psychiatrist, clinical psychologist,
and psychiatric social worker did survey each military prisoner as he was ad-
mitted to one of the correctional installations. They carried out physical and
mental examinations, made all indicated laboratory studies,27 and where pos-
sible obtained civilian records.
Unfortunately, very few of our state penitentiaries 2S make any type of
psychiatric evaluation of inmates, although it is just as much indicated, if
not more so, than in the Army setting. There was no difference in the type
of personalities that became involved in military offenses from those involved
in civilian offenses.
There was, however, a difference in the type of offense. For example,
there is no civilian counterpart to absence without leave. Studies indicated
that in many instances the offender who was absent without leave was too
dull to appreciate the significance of his act. By comparison, a very small per
cent of civilian crimes can be laid to stupidity. Furthermore, the dullard, only
vaguely comprehending the meaning and consequences of AWOL, could see
little difference between his lot in garrison life and his lot in the guardhouse,
a fundamental question which. concerned motivation also. Other military
27 This plan of careful evaluation as carried out in one rehabilitation center was described in
detail by Snow. He made the basis for the initial screening of soldiers "non-restorable" and
"potentially restorable" categories. On the findings of examination, their subsequent rehabilita-
tion was planned. Snow, H, B., "Psychiatric Procedure in the Rehabilitation Center, Second
Service Command," Mil. NeuropsyMat., 35:258-270, The Williams & Wilkins Company,
Baltimore, 1946.
28 All the Federal penitentiaries do include a psychiatric service, a plan instituted through the,
initial efforts of James V. Bennett. He reviewed its origin in Psychiatry in the federal Cor-
rection System, read before the Am. Psychiat. Assn. Meeting, Cincinnati, May 20, 1940. In the
Classification Directory of State and National Penal and Correctional Institutions, prepared by
the American Prison Association in September, 1942 (based on a questionnaire survey), in 28
states there was one or more institutions who had a psychiatrist or "psychiatric consultation"
or "psychiatrist on call." There was a total of 76 such institutions that included such com-
ment, (This directory was furnished through the kindness of E. R. Cass, General Secretary of
the American Prison Association.) Surveys based on questionnaires are not reliable. These
figures regarding the use of psychiatry in correctional institutions certainly give a far more
favorable picture than exists in the actual situation. Freedman, who surveyed psychiatric
services in prisons, indicated a dark picture. "Adequately trained penal psychiatrists are so
-. few .?$ to be totally incapable of meeting even the minimum needs of a modern program/'
Free<krian, H. L., "Trie Psychiatrist Looks to the New Penology," /. Criminal PsycbopathoL,
3^30-440, Jan., 1942.